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reactions, and hear my point of view on his ideas
and opinions.
I had been so soaked in a political atmosphere
since my early youth, that I was really able to have
and express a personal opinion. It interested my
father to see the effect of his theories, which were
the result of mature thought and years of experience,
on a young mind which represented a future
generation.
Very often, on Sunday, we used to go and spend
the day at Frascati, to see my cousin, Padre Giovanni
Vitelleschi, who was the Father Superior of the Jesuit
educational college at Villa Mondragone, He was
the son of my father's brother, Angelo. We used to
lunch there, and after he would call into the parlour
some of my young friends, who were pupils at the
college, amongst whom was Pio Grazioli, of whom
I have already spoken. This school corresponds
with Eton and Beaumont in England.
Padre Giovanni, who was my first cousin, was
then a man of forty, clean shaven, with very clear-cut
features, big grey eyes, and hair turning grey. The
reason of my having first cousins of forty and over,
was that my father's brothers had both married
when quite young, so when I was born, my cousins
were already grown up. Looking back, it seems to
me that it must have been a touching sight to see
an. old man like my father, with such a young child,
on whom he had to bestow even greater tenderness,
as my mother was constantly ill. On two or three
occasions, when my mother was convalescing, she
was sent to the Grand Hotel at Frascati, as the air
is so good there. She was very fond of Padre
Giovanni who often came to see her; his mother